THEATRE & LANDSCAPE:

An Exploration of Environmental Theatre

 led by Bella Stewart 

If you are looking for a special creative experience, one that combines intensive and enjoyable artistic activity with good company, good food and attractive and peaceful surroundings, then you should try Theatre and Landscape.

You don't need any special skills - you don't need to have done any theatre before - you just need a willingness to enter enthusiastically into creative and collaborative work. Creative and fun, Theatre and Landscape will leave you invigorated, refreshed, inspired and wanting more. 

Following successful residencies in Norfolk, Suffolk, North Wales, The Peak District, Devon and Cornwall, in situ: will be offering two residencies for 2011, both focusing on Environmental Theatre and in situ:'s unique approach to it. The first is a weekend course, taking place in North Norfolk in early May. The second is a week-long residency in Dorset, taking place in September. 

Both these courses are devoted to the exploration of Theatre and Landscape, or Site-specific Theatre, as it's often called, and both areas are full of exciting possibilities.

This is what happens. We visit woods, moors, ancient monuments, islands, beaches, castles, and all sorts of other environments. Sometimes we create performances in those environments themselves (although never for an outside audience - the only spectators are the other participants). At other times our visits provide a stimulus for creating theatre back at our base.

The work will not be confined to 'acting' in any restricted sense. There will also be opportunities for writing, painting, group-devising, movement, voice work, and installation-making. Rather than teaching any particular discipline or technique, we want to bring out the artist in people and provide structures and stimuli to allow people's artistic powers and interests to develop. Previous performing (or any other kind of) experience is not necessary, but a willingness to plunge wholeheartedly into collaborative work is of course essential. We think the course will appeal to artists of any level of experience and in any medium (dancers, writers, musicians, painters, actors,singers) and to people in any walk of life, who enjoy doing, or would like to do, collaborative and creative work, whether they think of themselves as artists or not! 

The work will be varied - ranging from warm-ups, exercises and excursions with the whole group (8 - 12 people), to work in small groups, pairs and solos. 

The accommodation consists of shared rooms (mostly twins) allocated on a single-sex basis. We can accommodate some couples. All the accommodation is of a good standard and very comfortable. 

The food is all prepared on site and is of a very high standard. It is predominantly vegetarian, though not vegan, but there are some options for omnivores!

Theatre and Landscape I: 

A Weekend in Norfolk

Dates: Friday 13 - Monday 16 May, 2011: 

(NB: The activities take place on Saturday and Sunday only. Friday evening is arrival, settling in and dinner. Monday morning is departure, immediately after breakfast. So arriving after work on Friday evening and getting to work on Monday morning is perfectly practical and wouldn't involve missing any of the activities. People can leave on Sunday night if they need to, but we would encourage people to stay over on Sunday evening if possible. It's much more fun!)

Venue: Mill House, Burgh-Next-Aylsham, North Norfolk

Cost: £225 per person (£100 deposit on booking, with the balance payable two weeks before

the start of the holiday)

We will be staying in Mill House, a lovely large house, with a big secluded garden, set in beautiful countryside, between the Norfolk Broads and the North Norfolk Coast. 

The centrepiece of the weekend will be a visit to the charming seaside town of Wells- Next-the-Sea, and in particular a visit to Ware Hall House, a remarkable house with a very remarkable history. It's a medieval house that was originally in Ware in Hertfordshire, but, being condemned to demolition in the 1970s because the City Council wanted to build a roundabout (!), it's owner, an extremely feisty old lady called May Savidge, moved it, more or less single-handedly, to its present situation in Wells and spent the rest of her life rebuilding it. 

It's a great place with a great story and we are very fortunate to be able to spend the day there, exploring the house, creating theatre and meeting its present curator, May's niece-by-marriage, Christine, who is completing May's extraordinary project and has written a very successful book about her. Christine has agreed to show us round and tell us about this extraordinary house and equally extraordinary Auntie and we have agreed in return to create some fabulous performances for her! 

We know Christine very well, have stayed at Ware Hall House many times and have long wanted to take a group there, so we're very excited about this opportunity. 

On Sunday, we will turn from interiors and personal histories to the beautiful landscaped gardens of Sheringham Park, where we will be creating performances in the open air, on the cliffs and amongst the stunning collections of rhododendrons and other exotic plants. We will also have time to work amongst the meadows, woodlands and rivers back at Mill House, which is a delightful and relaxing place in it's own right. 

Theatre and Landscape II:

A Week in Dorset: 

Dates: Friday September 9 - Friday September 16

Venue: The Stone Barn, Kimmeridge, Isle of Purbeck, Dorset.

Cost: £500 per person (£200 deposit on booking, with the balance payable four weeks before

the start of the holiday)

This will be our fifth Theatre and Landscape week. This year we will be going to The Isle of Purbeck, a particularly fascinating area of Dorset and will be staying in The Stone Barn at Kimmeridge, which has views of the sea at Kimmeridge Bay, a short walk away. It's a delightful setting and a lovely spot to have as our base. 

There are many interesting places to explore and create theatre in, none of them more than a very short car journey away and some of them within walking distance. 

Most notably, there's Corfe Castle, which comprises some of the most romantic and spectacular ruins in the whole of England and the extraordinary Tyneham Village, known as 'The Village that died for England.' This is a remarkable site. It is a small village that was evacuated on the eve of the Second World War so that the Ministry of Defence could use it for military exercises. The people were all moved elsewhere and although efforts were made to allow them back again, this never transpired. It's still in MOD hands and the village itself now consists of extremely evocative ruins. The whole thing is now a museum, with a reconstructed schoolroom and information about the people who lived in each house. It's very fascinating, moving and poetic and will provide us with great opportunities for theatre-making. 

There's also a fantastic coastline to explore, right on our doorstep. And if we decide we want to go further afield, there's Maiden Castle, an Iron-Age monument much beloved of local novelist Thomas Hardy, Brownsea Island with its red squirrels and many other interesting places. 

If you want to have a look at the accommodation for yourselves for Theatre and Landscape I go to

guardiancottages.co.uk and for Theatre and Landscape II go to www.dorsetcoastalcottages.com 

For all courses, the cost includes accommodation, all food and drink, all travel, entrance fees and materials used during the course. It does not include travel to and from the accommodation itself. 

We will be self-catering and participants will be expected to help out with non-onerous domestic duties. 

Most of the rooms involve two sharing (occasionally more), but there are some doubles available and a very few singles. 

To book onto Theatre and Landscape, you will need to send us a deposit to secure your place. That's £100 for A Weekend in Norfolk and £200 for A Week in Dorset This is non-refundable. The balance is due two weeks/ one month before the course begins. 

If you'd like to book, please return the form below along with your deposit. 

Any questions, please give us a ring on 01223 211451, or email us on: info@insitutheatre.co.uk. We'd be delighted to talk to you. Further details of Theatre and Landscape can be found on our website www.insitutheatre.co.uk

Best wishes, 

Richard and Bella

..............................................................................................................................................................................

Participation Form (please detach and return)

Yes, I would like to do Theatre and Landscape

Please book me in for :

A Weekend in Norfolk 

A Week in Dorset

I enclose my deposit of £100 / £200 (delete where appropriate)

name: 

address:

tel: 

E-MAIL: 

Please make your cheque payable to: in situ: Theatre Company

Return this form to: 23, Wycliffe Rd, Cambridge.CB1 3JD. 

