THE CHERRY ORCHARD PROJECT

a new  performance by in situ:

including a performance of 'The Cherry Orchard' by Anton Chekhov

The Performers:

Lopakhin, a businessman 


Mark Sparrow

Dunyasha, the chambermaid


Imogen Ingram

Yepikhodov, the estate clerk


Sang Trang

Firs, the footman



Geoff Broad

Anya, Ranyevskaya's daughter


Ilke Arslan

Ranyevskaya, a landowner


Maxine Fay

Charlotta Ivanovna, the governess

Mila Ginsburskaya

Varya, Ranyevskaya's adopted daughter

Sophie Bergeron

Gayev, Ranyevskaya's brother


Ian Sandison

Yasha, the young footman


Simon Taylor

Simeonov-Pishchik, a landowner

John Thompson

Trofimov, a student



James Blake

directed by:  




Richard Spaul

Thanks to: 




Bella Stewart

All the performers in THE CHERRY ORCHARD PROJECT have attended  in situ:’s  LEARN TO ACT classes.  This informal performance is intended to give the actors an opportunity to perform in front of an audience, without the pressure of a ‘paying public’.  It is also the second  phase of a three-term project, which will culminate in a fully-fledged production of  THE CHERRY ORCHARD in March, 2006.  

The Performance:

THE CHERRY ORCHARD PROJECT  is a multi-focal performance. This is still a fairly new concept in theatre and it means that you are invited to walk around The House, watching whatever you like. The action happens in several different rooms and spaces simultaneously and so you need to choose which bits you want to follow. You can’t watch all of it.  Any rooms that you are not intended to enter will be locked.  Since this is a little unusual, you may not be entirely sure what’s expected of you, so these guidelines might help:

1. Please don’t talk during the performance, preferably not to each other and certainly not to the performers.  In this respect, despite the unusual setting, it’s an entirely conventional performance. 

2. Please leave things as you find them. If a light is off, please leave it so, if a tap is running, or music is playing, please leave it as it is.  The exception to this is doors. If a door to a room  is shut, you are very welcome to open it and go inside or outside. There may well be things happening behind closed doors that are worth watching.  

3. For your own safety and that of others, please move around at a slow pace and take care, especially when going up and down stairs and opening and closing doors.

4. You are free to go where you like - there is no ‘wrong’ place for you to be, and this means you’re welcome to sit on chairs, beds or floors as you wish. Please co-operate with the performers however -  and be willing to move if a performer appears to need the space you are occupying. 

5.  Please rest assured that there is no audience participation involved. You will not be exposed or embarrassed in any way during the performance, although you will be addressed by the actors at quite close quarters. You’re not expected to join in, or do anything other than move about where you wish and watch the performance.   

The performance lasts approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes.

Smoking is strictly forbidden anywhere in The House.

Please switch off all mobile phones during the performance.

in situ:’s theatre courses are open to all regardless of previous acting experience. If you want to know more about them, or about our performances and residencies, or if you wish to join our free mailing list, please call us on: 01223 211451, email us on: info@insitutheatre.co.uk or visit our website at: www.insitutheatre.co.uk 

We hope you enjoy THE CHERRY ORCHARD PROJECT. 

