in situ: presents:





Metamorphoses





a new performance 





based on and inspired by Ovid's 'Metamorphoses'





The Performers:





The Guide 			Mark Sparrow


The Storytellers		  	Rachael Duthie


				Boris Mayger


				Helen Zhang


				Chloe Copping


				Mat Wollerton


				Tony Barrs


				Tim Penton


				Steve Adams


				Demosthenes Tambakis





Woman on Bridge		Bella Stewart





directed by			Richard Spaul





The Performance:








Metamorphoses is an environmental/walk-around performance. 


It is in two parts. 


During the first part, nine different stories will be told at different points on the Iron-Age Ring Ditch. Many of these stories take place simultaneously and you are invited to listen to whichever ones you like, moving between storytellers as you wish. You can stand as near or far as you wish or  you can sit down on the ground if that's more comfortable. Please be prepared to change position though if performers seem to need to move through the space you are occupying. 


The second part consists of a short circular walk, during which The Guide will escort you. You will see and hear different things on the way.  While you are free to go wherever you like in the park and experience the performance in your own way, we could recommend that you stay fairly close to The Guide to avoid getting lost! The pace of the walk is always sedate, with frequent stops. 


The performance is best experienced in silence, so we would ask you please not to talk during it, preferably not to each other and certainly not to the performers. Although you will be addressed at fairly close quarters by the performers, the performance does not include any audience-participation.


We hope the weather will be alright, but  we will be performing in all circumstances (barring dangerous ones, in the event of which the park will be closed); so, if the weather is not good, it is your choice as to whether you want to proceed. If you stick with us, we will perform! 








The Poem:








Ovid was writing round about the time of Christ's birth, during the reign of Augustus Caesar. He was an extremely popular poet at the Roman court, but he fell into disfavour for some reason and in 8AD he was banished to Tomis on the Black Sea where he lived out the remainder of his days.


His masterpiece, 'Metamorphoses' , is an exhaustive poetic treatise on the nature of change. It begins with the creation of the Universe and ends with the near-contemporary death of  Julius Caesar. It consists of hundreds of stories about changes - Metamorphoses (meaning changes of shape) - mostly  Latinized versions of Greek myths concerning people changing into trees, stones, animals, birds, and so on.  Towards the end of the poem, there is a long discourse delivered by the Greek philosopher Pythagoras, proposing a Universe of perpetual transformation rather than one of  finite individual identities.


Ovid was extremely popular in his own time and throughout the Medieval period. He was a huge influence on Shakespeare and other Elizabethan dramatists, but was little regarded  during the 18th and 19th centuries. He has, however,  enjoyed a resurgence of popularity in the late 20th Century, with several new translations by major poets such as Charles Martin and Ted Hughes. 


We have been struck by the paradox of an urbane courtly poet writing about powerful passions and transformations, which range from the charming to the horrific and we have imagined a journey in which people begin by telling stories of supernatural change and end up embodying those changes. We invite you to accompany us on this journey. 








Cambridge Preservation Society and Wandlebury Ring: 








This project would not have been possible without the permission and active support of the Cambridge Preservation Society, who look after Wandlebury Ring. We are very grateful to all at C.P.S. for helping us to make this happen and in particular to Janet Cornish and John Gibbs.


If you have enjoyed the entertainment this evening, please consider joining C.P.S to help them continue their good work. Details available at front-of-house. 





in situ:mailing list/Friends of in situ:





If you've enjoyed the performance, would you like to join in situ:'s free  mailing list?  We will give you regular updates on our performances, workshops and residencies, some of which take place in very small locations, such as houses, and are not advertised  to the general public. Please fill in the attached form and leave it with a front-of-house person. 


You might also like to consider becoming a Friend of in situ:, which has various benefits as outlined on the attached sheet. 


To find out more about in situ: please:





call us on: 01223 211451





or visit our website at: www.insitutheatre.co.uk








We hope you enjoy Metamorphoses.








Forthcoming events: 








Oedipus Rex 





Sophocles





The Leper Chapel, Cambridge


July 7; July 9 - 13


8pm


Tickets: £11/£9


Advance Booking: 01223 511511 





Sophocles' great tragedy of  transgression and atonement performed in one of Cambridge's most ancient and atmospheric spaces. 








Please see our brochure for further details.

















				








