


Krapp's Last Tape:





by   Samuel Beckett





a performance by   in situ:








CAST:





Krapp			Mark Sparrow








directed by		Richard Spaul








thanks to:		Bella Stewart











THE  PLAY:





Krapp's Last Tape  was written in 1958 and first performed at the Royal Court Theatre in October of that year with Patrick Magee in the title role.   It has been performed many times since by both professional and non-professional actors.  








THE PERFORMANCE:





Unlike many in situ: performances, there has been no attempt here to situate Beckett's play amongst other texts, discourses and performances.  Instead we're primarily interested in questions of space and intimacy and we hope that the confined space, shared between audience and performer, together  with the small number of audience members, will give this well-known play an atmosphere that has not hitherto been possible. 








THE  WRITER:





Samuel Beckett (1906 - 89) was a novelist, poet and playwright, best known for his play: Waiting for Godot, which has been hugely influential on subsequent writers and theatre directors. His other plays include Endgame and Happy Days, and the dramatic monologues Krapp's Last Tape and Not I .  He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1963.


Most of his plays are set in  frightening landscapes, devoid of community and continuity  -  people in dustbins, people up to their necks in sand, disembodied mouths, etc, in which comfortable notions of a stable identity  and society are lacking. They are often described as  post- holocaust settings. They are certainly post-humanistic ones.   








THE ACTOR: 





Mark Sparrow is one of  in situ:'s most experienced performers. His first role for the group was Vanya in Uncle Vanya. Since then he's performed in  Without History,  The Bacchae,  The Hedda Gabler Project,  The Canterbury Tales,  The Cherry Orchard Project,  Who's that Woman buried out in Greenlawn Cemetery?  and, most recently,  Metamorphoses.  








THE  COMPANY:





in situ:  was created in 2000 and is the successor to Cambridge Experimental Theatre, the pioneering avant-garde group of the 80's and 90's. 


in situ: is professionally run, but works with a large number of non-professional collaborators from all walks of life.





in situ:’s theatre courses are open to all, regardless of previous acting experience. If you want to know more about them, or about our performances and residencies, or if you wish to join our free mailing list, please call us on: 01223 211451, email us on: info@insitutheatre.co.uk or visit our website at: www.insitutheatre.co.uk 


